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Ahnapee was settled first from Manitowoc; one Joseph 
McConnick is said to have explored the region as early as 1884, but 
the first settlers came in 1851. Edward Tweedale was an English- 
man who built the first house on this site in 1851; there his son 
William A. was born in September, the first native of Ahnapee. 
By Christmas there were three families present, who celebrated 
the day with a huge salt-pork pie. A sailing vessel called the 
Citizen plied between this port and Manitowoc. In 1852 came 
Abraham Hall and two years later his brother Simon Hall, who 
built the first mill and opened in 1855 the first store. By 1856 
the steamboat Cleveland began landings at this port and settlers 
came in very fast. By 1860 there were 718 in what is now 
Ahnapee Township, and in 1870 this number had increased 
to 1544. In 1871 terrible fires spread through this region; 
nevertheless it quickly recovered and in 1873 the village was 
incorporated. Harbor improvements began in 1876, and by 1880 
$100,000 had been expended. The place became a city in 1879; 
its first mayor was Samuel Perry. There were five churches here 
at this time. The settlers were of many nationalities: English, 
Bohemians, Germans, Irish, Dutch, Danes, and Belgians, as 
well as Americans. By 1880 the city had a population of 978, 
increased to 1015 in 1890. It touched 2082 in 1910, and in 
1920 had 1911 inhabitants. The first newspaper was established 
in 1873, called the Ahnapee Record. The first railway, the 
Ahnapee and Western, came in about 1892, and by 1894 was 
extended to Sturgeon Bay. 

This community is still so young that many of the first 
settlers must be yet living. It would be well to gather remem- 
brances of early days. 

Whitney's mills 

I am trying to locate an old town in Wisconsin, which evidently 
has been absorbed by some other community, for it does not appear 
in any index or atlas I have consulted. During 1857 it was called Whit- 
ney Mills and was in the vicinity of the Wisconsin River near Dodge- 
ville. 

It is the birthplace of an old lady who is now eighty-five years of 
age. Her maiden name was Emmeline Henshaw Whitney and her 
family held large tracts of land; hence, the family name was used to 
designate their holdings. 
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Her relatives are anxious to drive to her old home this summer 
and take pictures of the beautiful country which she left in 1857 to 
journey west to California. 

Adele H. Maze, Oak Park, III. 

The Whitney s were among the first Americans in Wisconsin. 
Daniel Whitney, who came from New Hampshire to Green Bay 
in 1819, was one of the most enterprising men of pre-territorial 
times. Between 1825 and 1830 he built a shot tower on the lower 
Wisconsin, in what is now known as Tower Hill Assembly 
Grounds, a tract of land lately owned by Jenkin Lloyd Jones, 
whose widow has given it to the state for a park. This very inter- 
esting relic of early Wisconsin is most easily reached from Spring 
Green, on the opposite side of the river. We think that the 
lady whom you mention was the daughter of Daniel Whitney's 
nephew, David B. Whitney, born in 1804 in New Hampshire. 
He came to Wisconsin to go into partnership with his uncle, and 
died at Helena, August 29, 1838. You will find mention of him 
in Wis. Hist. Colls, xiii, 349, note. It is stated there that he was 
a cousin of Daniel Whitney; the Whitney genealogy shows that 
he was a nephew, son of his brother Samuel, and that he married 
Maria Wright, who married again after his death and went to 
California. Whitney's Mills, however, was some distance from 
Helena and the shot tower. You will see on page 345 of Wis. 
Hist. Colls, xiii, that an English visitor in 1835 found David 
Whitney at Helena; but when John Wilson came late that same 
year to be manager of the shot tower, David Whitney had 
removed his wife and family to Whitney's Mills on the upper 
Wisconsin, where Daniel Whitney of Green Bay had secured in 
1830 a mill privilege in what was then Indian territory. He 
built there in 1831-32 a sawmill, one of the first if not the very 
first on the Wisconsin River. This place was called Whitney's 
Mills, and is described as seventy miles above Portage, just 
below Point Bas. Point Bas is in Saratoga Township of Wood 
County, about six miles below Grand Rapids or, as the city is 
now called, Wisconsin Rapids. An old map of Wisconsin in 
1839 shows "Whitney's Mill" on the east side of the river not 
far above the present dividing line between Wood and Adams 
counties. It may have been opposite the present Nekoosa or 
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just below that place. Probably old settlers would know what 
portion of the river went by the name of Whitney's Rapids. 

BEGINNINGS IN PRICE COUNTY 

Our class would like to obtain information about this part of Wis- 
consin (Price County). We are required to write about the local 
history of our community and would appreciate any information you 
are able to give. 

Elving C. Olson, Spirit 

Price County is the watershed between the Wisconsin and 
Chippewa rivers; through all this region the primitive Indians 
roamed, chiefly those of the Chippewa tribe. Soon after the 
discovery of the Northwest by the French, traders began to 
seek out these Indians. There is, however, no record of a fur 
trading post nearer than Lac du Flambeau. As the fur trade 
was the earliest industry, lumbering was the next to develop. 
During the decades of the sixties and seventies of the nineteenth 
century lumbermen penetrated farther and farther into northern 
Wisconsin. One of the big operators who had risen in the trade 
was William T. Price, who afterwards went to the legislature and 
in 1879 was president of the state senate. About that time the 
Wisconsin Central Railroad was being built, so in that year 
several ranges and townships were detached on the one side from 
Chippewa County, and on the other from Lincoln County, and 
erected into a new county, called by the name of the president 
of the senate. 

The Wisconsin Central Railroad received a grant of govern- 
ment land including alternate sections within twenty miles of its 
line. In 1879 its land agent, Mr. Kent K. Kennan, was sent to 
Europe to advertise the lands, and in 1880 he was likewise 
appointed state agent for immigration. He had an office at Basle, 
Switzerland, and sent out many pamphlets which induced a 
large immigration from Bavaria and other parts of southern 
Germany. Many of these immigrants had seen service in the 
Franco-Prussian War, and were eager to come to the United 
States to escape further warfare. Others came to better them- 
selves and to make homes for themselves and their children. 
There must be many of these older pioneers still living in your 



